
Caste System 
Critical Examination:  Cold Hard Facts and Stats 



  The caste system is a rigid social class system in which a social hierarchy 
is maintained generation after generation simply as a result of  being born 
into a caste.  

  This system allows little mobility for groups to move up or out of  their 
respective social class.  

  The four original castes which have been subdivided into numerous sub-
castes, include the upper “Brahmins or the priests”, “Kshatriyas” or the 
warrior, “Vaisyas” or the merchants, and “Sudras” or the unskilled 
laborers.  

  The remaining members of  the society that were not part of  the four castes 
were considered outcasts or untouchables, also referred to as Dalits 
(broken) or Adivasis (indigenous) 



  The word caste means "colour" in Sanskrit- what conclusions can 
you draw from this meaning? 

  The Untouchables called themselves ‘Dalits’, which means ‘Broken 
People’.  What conclusions can you draw from this meaning? 

  Gandhi renamed the untouchables “harijans”- meaning ‘Children 
of God”.  What conclusions can you draw from this meaning? 

  In 1949 under the Constitute Assembly of  India, the untouchables 
or Dalits were officially renamed “Scheduled Caste”.  Why do you 
think this name was chosen? 



  There are approximately 250,000,000 
Dalits in the world;  three-quarters of  them in India 

(180 000 000) 
  This number is so large that it is difficult to grasp, but for comparison, it is 

roughly equal to: 

-Quarter of  the population of  India 

-Not far short of  the population of  the United States 

-4% of  the population of  the world.  



  According to the National Commission of Human 
rights of India, more than 62,000 human rights 
violations of  Dalits are recorded annually.  

  On average, two Dalits are assaulted every hour, three 

Dalit women and children are raped, two Dalits are 

murdered, and at least two Dalits are tortured or 

burned every day 



  Each table will receive a chart / table with statistics 

Remember, your task is to: 

1)  Summarize its content / information 

2)  Analyze its meaning.  What are the key conclusions drawn? 

3)  Criticize the content (ie. bias, skewed stats, concerns, credibility 
etc.) 

4)  Present your findings to the class 









  In India, Brahmins, who are 3.5 per cent of  the population, hold 78 per cent 
of  the judicial positions and approximately 50 per cent of  parliamentary 
seats.1 

  Mass rapes often form part of  the tactics of  intimidation used by upper-caste 
gangs against lower castes. The Home Ministry reported that, between 2000 
and 2001, there was a 16.5 per cent increase in reported rape cases.1 

  In India, among the millions of  bonded labourers (estimates range widely 
between 20 to 65 million for 2001), the Government found 85 per cent to be 
Dalits or from lower castes. These included a large number of  children.1 

1 India Human Rights Report, www.ncbuy.com/reference/country/humanrights_toc.html?code=in 



  Dalits and adivasis (indigenous peoples) form the largest proportion of  those 
who drop out of  school. In rural areas, between the ages of  five and nine, 36.1 
per cent of  Dalit boys and 48.4 per cent of  Dalit girls dropped out.2 

  About 75 per cent of  Dalit communities live below the poverty line.3 

  Two-thirds of  the Dalit population is illiterate.3 

  Half  are landless agricultural labourers.3 

  Only seven per cent have access to safe drinking water, electricity and toilets.3 

2 National Sample Survey Organization, India 1997. 

3 Dr J Muthumary, University of  Madras ‘Dalit women in India’ www.ambedkar.org/WorldwideDalits/
dalitwomeninIndia.htm 



  The modern constitution of  India (1949)  formally recognized the plight of  the 
untouchables by legally establishing their ethnic subgroups as Scheduled 
Castes.  Besides banning untouchability, the constitution provides these groups 
with specific educational and vocational privileges and grants them special 
representation in the Indian parliament. In support of  these efforts, 
the Untouchability (Offenses) Act (1955) provides penalties for preventing 
anyone from enjoying a wide variety of  religious, occupational, and social 
rights on the grounds that he or she is from a Scheduled Caste or Scheduled 
Tribe.  

   Despite such measures, the traditional divisions between pure and polluted 
caste groups persist in some levels of  Indian society, making full emancipation 
of  these groups slow to come about. 

  Kocheril Raman Narayanan, who served as president of  India from 1997 to 
2002, was the first member of  a Scheduled Caste to occupy a high office in the 
country. 



  P. Sainath, an Indian writer who has covered atrocities against 
Dalits for many years, observes: 

   ‘We are witnessing the single 
greatest struggle for human dignity 
on Planet Earth by some 250 million 
people. I have no doubt that the 
outcome of this great struggle will 
be in favour of the Dalits. The only 
question is, which side will you and 
I be on? 



  http://wphr.org/2010/fahima-vakalia/caste-system-a-veiled-
apartheid-and-an-overt-violation-of-human-rights/ 

  http://www.newint.org/features/2005/07/01/
combatting_caste/  

  http://www.iheu.org/dalitfaq  

  http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/618508/
untouchable  


