
- Letters from Canada -  

 

September 19th, 1902 

 

Dear Vasyl, 

 

Brother, we have finally moved into our newly built farm in Edna-Star* and what a place it is. I want to share 

my joy with you and hope you pass the news along to the rest of the family.   

 

My experience in Canada has been truly remarkable. We are very lucky indeed as there are many Ukrainians 

in Alberta. My wife, the children and I feel so lucky to be here. The hardships I had to endure at home are 

becoming a distant memory.  I worked for some already established farmers in Edmonton for some wages to 

tide me over until my own farm was ready. Then with the help of many new friends, I was able to build my 

very own farm. I finally have a piece of land to call my own, a feat which would have been completely impos-

sible back home. I still have to work very hard as do the children. Working for twelve hours a day, six days a 

week is common. However, it’s our home and our land and we are able to reap what we have sowed. There is 

so much land here, Vasyl, the country is so vast it is bigger than all of Europe. Although I am a foreigner, I 

don’t face any discrimination in this country, especially not in Edna-Star. Everyone speaks Ukrainian here, and 

a few speak German too.  

 

Brother, I am not sure what the future holds, except that I know my hard work will pay off. My children will 

be able to inherit this land and grow their own crops and build their own farms. Such a thing would have 

been impossible in Austria-Hungary**. I hope you can now understand why I left despite your reprehensions. 

I only hope that you will join us soon! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ivan Eleniak   

 

Ivan Eleniak  

 

*Edna-Star is a Ukraine colony located east of Edmonton 

** Parts of Ukraine were under the rule of Austria-Hungary from 1867 to 1918 


