
- Letters from Canada -  

 

 

August 18th, 2004 

 

Dear Baba Jan*,  

 

I am writing you for the first time since arriving to Canada from Iran. I must say that I am very happy to be 

in Vancouver, although I do miss the family very much. The weather in Vancouver is good, the air is fresh 

and it is never too hot even though it is summer. There are also a lot of flowers everywhere in this city, just 

like in the parks in Tehran! Vancouver is also very different from Tehran. In Vancouver there are many 

more job opportunities compared to Iran, especially for young nurses like me. I’ve had a few interviews al-

ready! Also, in Vancouver, it is much more peaceful. There are no daily rallies or marches during the elec-

tions. In Vancouver and in all of Canada, citizens are able to casts their votes privately, and no one is inti-

mated by the government. I truly hope that one day I too will be able to cast a vote for a candidate who 

shares my beliefs and views.  

 

Getting settled has had its ups and downs. Although it was great staying with Cousin Sumaya, her couch 

was starting to give me back problems. I just recently found a room I was able to rent. It was no easy task 

finding a rental. Many landlords did not want to sign a lease with an immigrant who has few references in 

Canada. However, after much searching, I finally found a kind widow who was willing to rent a room in her 

house to me. The room is close to the college where I will be taking my English courses at. It is also a mere 

ten minute walk from Cousin Sumaya’s place, so I will visit often. Despite how wonderful this city has been 

to me, I do feel home sick. Baba Jan, be sure to send my warmest wishes and love to the family in Tehran. I 

miss each and everyone one of you!  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Leila Rezai  

 

Leila Rezai  

 

* Baba means father in Farsi, Jan means Dear  


