
- Letters from Canada -  

December 12th, 1955 

 

Dearest Sarah,  

 

It was wonderful hearing from you after all these years. Your letter reminded me of the dilemma I had 

faced three years ago: should I come to Canada and risk everything or continue to live at home but have no 

job? Trust me, I know how you feel. I spent so much time studying and going to school in Barbados*, only 

to have no prospect of finding a job.  

 

Well immigrating to Canada maybe a real possibility for you. I want to tell you about an opportunity you 

can pursue. I really think you should apply to the Domestic Workers Scheme. There are agencies funded by 

the government of Canada that are recruiting women like you from the Caribbean to live in Canadian 

homes as domestics. The whole point is to allow Canadian wives and mothers to join the workforce, while 

the domestic takes care of the children and household. Can you imagine, they have so many job opportuni-

ties here they have to recruit foreign women to take care of their children! After one year, you can apply 

for landed immigrant status, and remain in Canada legally. I have spoken to a few girls who have come to 

Canada as domestics and some really love the family they are staying with, while others tell me the work-

load is heavy. Whether you get a good family or not will truly be the luck of draw. Unfortunately, domestics 

don’t get paid much because the family provides you with a room and meals. However, after about one 

year, if you get immigrant status, you can try getting a better job. 

 

I know you want to come here badly, but I must admit I really miss my home in Barbados. As soon as I can 

save enough money, I will come for a visit. I hope that day comes soon! 

 

With Anticipation,  

 

Rose Prescod  

 

Rose Prescod  

 

*Barbados is an Island in the Caribbean 


