
- Letters from Canada -  

 

June 23rd, 1884  

 

Dearest Cheng, 

  

In your previous letter you wrote that you were thinking of following in my foot steps and coming to British 

Columbia as a labourer. It has been four years since I arrived on the shores of British Columbia from Guang-

dong*, and I still feel like an outsider. Sure there are many thousands of Chinese workers here to help build 

the Canadian Pacific Railway, but rumour has it that as soon as we are done the work the government will 

put a stop to all immigration to Canada from China. We are simply not treated like the other workers, who 

unfortunately are not treated well to begin with! I still live in one of the Chinatowns along the rail line, in a 

crowded log-house. The towns are made up of entirely young men who work on the railway. I would love to 

stay in Canada, and get married and start a family here, but with each passing year it seems less likely that 

these dreams will come true.  

 

Working on the railroad is the most difficult job I have ever had. Many of my good friends have fallen ill dur-

ing the construction of this railway or died while planting explosives. Many others have deserted working on 

the rail in order to find riches in province's various goldfields. They call it a gold rush, but very few people are 

able to come back with the riches they were seeking. The whole reason I came to Canada was to get rich, but 

at this rate I will never even earn enough money to be able to come back to China. Besides, there is nothing 

in Guangdong for me. No land, no job and no future. I may as well stay in Canada, although the future is bleak 

here too. Please don’t tell my family how difficult it is here, I don’t want them to worry. My letters to them 

hide the truth. But my dear friend, I can not lie to you. If you are thinking of coming here to make money, the 

chances are slim. If you are simply looking to escape from the lack of jobs and severe boredom at home than 

perhaps you should come. As you can see, I am truly conflicted.  

 

With Regards,  

 

Suey Kee Gin  

 

Suey Kee Gin  

 

* Guangdong is a Province in China. Most railway workers of Chinese origin came from Guangdong.  


